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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]

Researching Landforms and Monuments
	TEACHER NAME

Linda McBride
	PROGRAM NAME

Warren County Career Center


	
	[Unit Title]
Important Monuments and Landforms in the United States


	NRS EFL(s)
2
	TIME FRAME
Two,  45-minute classes

	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	
	Text Types and Purposes
	W.2.2
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	
	Conventions of Standard English
	

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	W.2.4
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	S.2.4
	Knowledge of Language
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	R.2.8
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	W.2.8 

 W.2.7
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center.

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)

· The students will begin conducting research in preparation for writing an informational paragraph and develop a paragraph with facts, definitions and/or descriptions.

	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS

· Students will demonstrate an ability to recall and take notes by completing a graphic organizer and write a paragraph.
· Instructor uses the Research Report Rubric to assess students.

· Have student read their paragraph to instructor as walking around (this allows for individual assessment.) Students could read to a partner as well allowing for reflection.


	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

· Some computer and Internet research knowledge would be beneficial.


	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Day 1:
1. Instructor introduces the idea of doing research.  Ask the class why do we do research? How do we gather information? Where do we go to gather information? Write their answers on the board.

2. Inform the class that they will be doing a short research project on a landform or monument. 
3. Depending on responses instructor may have to guide the students through categories; such as date built, location, how big or small, why is it important, what is it made of…. 
4. Instructor should choose a landform to model for the class & fill in the Research Report form i.e.: Devil’s Tower National Monument.  (Instructor may want to have a photographic list of landforms/monuments to choose from.  This would help the student come up with key words in order to search more effectively without using the proper name.)
5. Once students have an understanding of gathering information, explain that they will have an opportunity to do research on their own. Distribute the Research Report form document. Explain to the students they only take short notes and are not to copy the entire sentence-suggest to write only 1 or 2 words. Display the Research Report Rubric explaining it will be used by the instructor to evaluate how each student did on the research and the paragraph.
6. Have students go to computer and have them begin to use a search engine of their choice to find out information about a monument or landform and fill in the Research Report form. As students are researching their topic instructor walks around monitoring progress and advising as necessary.
Day 2:

7. Explain to the class now that you did your research we are going to put that information into an informative paragraph.
8. Conduct a Think Aloud to walk the students through converting their notes into complete sentences.
a.  For example: Devils Tower Monument,    first national monument,  elevation of 5,114 feet,  eastern part of Wyoming, Theodore Roosevelt, used in the movie Close Encounters of the Third Kind, sacred to many Native Americans, can climb it.   The Devils Tower Monument is located in eastern part of Wyoming. Theodore Roosevelt named it the nation’s first national monument. Its elevation is 5,114 feet and climbers are permitted to climb. Many Native Americans claim it to be sacred to their tribes. An interesting fact is it was used in the movie Close Encounters of the Third Kind. 
b. Doing this allows the student to see the process of turning phrases into complete sentences that convey a message to a reader. 
9. After completing the instructor paragraph have the students take out their Report Research form and take their phrases and turn into complete sentences. Circulate throughout the classroom assisting as necessary.
10. Students find a partner and read their paragraph to each other providing time for closure.
	RESOURCES

Chalk/white board

Student copies of Research Report Form (attached)
Computers with Internet access for student use
Project/ability to project

Research Report Rubric (attached)


	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· If a student is having difficulty s/he could be paired with a classmate and could work together. If a student has screen sensitivity the information could be printed.
· Some students may struggle putting their notes into sentences. Have the student verbally make a statement of the facts then have them write that down.
· Higher level students could do the same assignment without the Research Report form and be required to find information from 2 different sources and write multiple paragraphs using more details.


	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Instructor may want to use landmarks/monuments in their area or throughout Ohio in addition to national monuments/landforms. If students haven’t done a task like this before some small or whole group instruction may be needed to advise on note taking and plagiarism.



Research Report Form

	A report on:
	

	By:
	

	Location/Measurement:
	

	Keywords help you find information you are looking for the Internet quickly. Write a list of keywords to help you find a popular landform to research:
	

	Natural Resources/Materials:
	

	Two interesting facts:
	

	
	

	Research Report Paragraph

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Research Report Rubric: Landforms/Monuments

	
	

	Student Name:     ________________________________________
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1
	
	

	Internet Use
	Successfully uses suggested internet links to find information and navigates within these sites easily without assistance.
	Usually able to use suggested internet links to find information and navigates within these sites easily without assistance.
	Occasionally able to use suggested internet links to find information and navigates within these sites easily without assistance.
	Needs assistance or supervision to use suggested internet links and/or to navigate within these sites.
	
	

	Notes
	Notes are recorded and organized in an extremely neat and orderly fashion.
	Notes are recorded legibly and are somewhat organized.
	Notes are recorded.
	Notes are recorded only with peer/teacher assistance and reminders.
	
	

	Quality of Information
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It includes several supporting details and/or examples.
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples.
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. No details and/or examples are given.
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic.
	
	

	Mechanics
	No grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors.
	Almost no grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors
	A few grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors.
	Many grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors.
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